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The iPad Classroom

The videos below will provide an introduction to why and how

we integrate technology at the Primary Care Physician Assistant

Program at the Keck School of Medicine of USC. 

 

To view the video click the play icon.

The role of technology in the PA

classroom with Program Director 

Kevin Lohenry, PhD, PA-C

Why iPads in PA education?

https://youtu.be/sN9nKokMGEQ
https://youtu.be/yogtVHpmmbA


**

Required

Any current generation iPad with 64 GB minimum

**Please consider your personal preference for screen size,

storage capacity and compatibility with accessories.

 

Stylus/Apple Pencil

 

Which iPad should I purchase?

Learn more about current iPad models:

 https://www.apple.com/ipad/compare/

Keyboard

Highly-Recommended

https://www.apple.com/ipad/compare/


In addition to your iPad, you are required to have a laptop. Your laptop can be a PC, Mac or

Surface Pro. Your financial aid budget has been updated to accommodate the purchase of a

laptop and an iPad. You will be using your laptop during classes and to take exams. 

 

If you already own a laptop, you are not required to purchase a new one, as long as it meets the

requirements below. 

 

MINIMUM LAPTOP REQUIREMENTS

  

Mac/Apple

Operating System: OS X 10.13 (High Sierra), OS X 10.14 (Mojave), macOS Catalina (10.15). 

CPU: Intel processor 

RAM: 4GB or higher

Hard Drive: 1GB or higher available space

Screen Resolution must be 1024X768 or higher

  

Windows - PC Requirements: 

Operating System: 32-bit and 64-bit Versions of Windows 10. Alternate versions of Windows

10, such as Windows RT, and Windows 10 S are NOT supported at this time. Examsoft does

not support tablet devices other than Surface Pro as detailed below.

CPU Processor: 2.0 ghz Intel i3 processor or equivalent

RAM: 4GB or higher

Hard Drive: highest recommended for the operating system or 1GB of available space 

Screen Resolution: 1024X768 or higher

 

Surface Pro Requirements:

Surface Pro, Surface Books, and Surface Laptop devices (Non-Pro Surface devices are NOT

supported) 

Must be running a supported Operating System (See PC requirements)

Hard Drive: 1GB or higher available space 

Screen Resolution must be 1920x1080 

Laptop Requirements



Which laptop should I purchase?

PLEASE NOTE: Chromebooks, Netbooks and select Surface

tablets will not meet the laptop requirement. If you have any

questions, please feel free to email Interim Director of Didactic

Education Jennifer Ramos (jennifer.ramos@med.usc.edu). 

 

When deciding which laptop to purchase, we recommend

speaking with your PA Pal*, reading online forums and above all

testing the device in the store to make a choice that is right for

you. 

 

*PA Pals will be assigned in a separate email.



Mindful USC Kahoot!Notability*

Google Drive
Clips Seesaw

Google Calendar Google Docs

What apps will I need?

Highly-suggested apps for your iPad.

Zoom

Highly-suggested applications for your laptop.

CanvaiMovie

Google Slides



What do our students say?

For many of you, the addition of a digital

device to your traditional paper and pen

routine can be daunting. In this video,

students from the Class of 2020 discuss

their experience in using devices in the

classroom.

https://youtu.be/JY_pINvDQKA


 Summer Workshops

While many of us know how to leverage mobile devices in our personal lives,

using them in an educational setting is quite different. The iPad is not meant to

replace your use of pen and paper, rather it is to be used to enhance your learning

experience. The number of digital tools available can often be overwhelming and

in this workshop, you will discover how to make the most effective use of your

device as a tool for learning during your time at the PA Program. 

 

By the end of this workshop, you will be able to:
Download textbooks from Norris Library onto your iPad for annotation

Develop a workflow for creating and curating your notes with Notability

Set up iCal and sync it with your USC accounts and calendar 

Using iCloud to sync your devices and save files

Transfer files using AirDrop

Intro into Notability

Collaborating with Google Drive

Sharing Files in Google DriveCreating Files in Google Drive

Introducing Google Drive

Locating a lost iPad

Setting up Email and Calendars

on your device

Below are buttons that link to videos that provide further instruction.

EACH STUDENT IS REQUIRED TO ATTEND ONE SUMMER WORKSHOP.

https://youtu.be/86GmpqmQ3go
https://youtu.be/XZ0zF_MEGFU
https://youtu.be/KLcTRlTrfpI
https://youtu.be/yTvijcPDRYc
https://youtu.be/wHw2bMBDcwU
https://youtu.be/Ct952gDWBHg
https://youtu.be/OS2Wn2z0u0Y


Frequently Asked Questions

What kind of iPad do I need?
Any current generation iPad is acceptable. Please visit apple.com to learn

more. 

I already own an iPad. Do I need to purchase a new

one?
If you already own an iPad with iOS 10.0 compatability or later and has 64 GB

free of memory space, you do not need to purchase a new one.

Help! How can I decide which iPad is the right one

for me?
You’ll want to closely examine all your options before deciding which device

is right for you. One important consideration is portability. You will want to

find a happy medium between carrying it every day and screen size. You can

visit the Apple Store to experiment with the three devices.

Will any other tablet besides an iPad be acceptable?

iPads are required because all students are expected to have access to the

same functions, applications, and options. Faculty will be using lessons and

curricula that are specific to the iPad and students participate in class projects

with these devices.

Will I need to purchase apps?
While most of the apps are free to use, we highly recommend you purchase

Notability. This digital note-taking app is popular with our students and is a

one-time purchase of $11.99. Trust us, it is worth it!



Frequently Asked Questions

How will I learn to use the iPad? What resources will

be available?
Once you purchase your iPad, please review the videos linked to in this packet

to learn some beginning skills. In addition to these videos, please download

the apps required that are also listed in the packet. The PA program will

provide a series of workshops beginning in June and continuing through the

summer. You are required to attend at least one workshop during the

summer. You will be each assigned an Integrative Learning Ambassador from

the Class of 2022, who will be able to assist you should you have any

questions. 

Protective cases and screen covers are highly recommended and will not be

provided by the PA program.

Do I need to provide a protective cover for the iPad?

Do I need to purchase a keyboard?
It is strongly recommended. We encourage a keyboard to maximize the use of

your device. Please note the type of keyboard will depend on the type of iPad

you purchase.

How do I decide which is the proper laptop for me?
Your laptop is important because it will be used for testing. However, laptop

choice is a personal preference. Choose a computer based on your level of

comfort with the operating system.  Both Windows PC and Apple systems are

compatible with the programs we will be using for exams and access to

program resources.  One thing to keep in mind, if you are undecided an

operating system, is that Mac laptops will sync more seamlessly with your

iPad.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the difference between a stylus and the Apple

Pencil? Which should I purchase?

Feedback from past students is that the Apple Pencil is more sensitive and

exact when using with the iPad. However, the choice is yours and we leave it to

your personal preference. 

Who can I speak with if I have more questions about

the technology aspects of the program?
For questions and additional information, please email Interim Director of

Didactic Education Jennifer Ramos at jennifer.ramos@med.usc.edu




